[Cystic vestibular schwannomas].
Patients with cystic vestibular schwannomas (VS) are a radiologically well-defined subgroup of patients who classically have poor outcome after microsurgical resection. Since Pendl's report of a high rate of failures, they are also considered as poor candidates for radiosurgery. Among the 1000 consecutive patients who underwent Gamma Knife surgery in Marseilles, France between July 1992 and January 2002, we have collected and studied 54 patients with cystic VS at the time of treatment. The median follow-up of this group was 26 Months (mean: 33, range: 6-90). Failure (6.4%) led to microsurgical removal in 2 patients and a radiosurgery in 1 patient with a delay of 2 Years for 2 of them and 3 Years for the third. No facial palsy has been reported. Two patients developed transient hypesthesia. Among the 32 patients with functional hearing at the time of treatment, 53% preserved their hearing function at 3 Years. We found an increased risk of failure in this group compared to patients with no cyst at time of radiosurgery (93.6% instead of 98%). But this is also a group were we observe most dramatic shrinkage. Prudent radiosurgical treatment of cystic vestibular schwannomas remains mandatory: strict follow-up is specially important.